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Senate Votes to Repeal
Global Gag Rule

In a 53-41 vote yesterday, the Senate passed an amendment to the $34
billion fiscal year 2008 foreign aid bill that would overturn the Global
Gag Rule. Also called the Mexico City policy, the Global Gag Rule pro-
hibits the US from funding overseas organizations that support abortion
in any way—including direct services, counseling, or lobbying
activities—even if the groups use their own monies for such activity. The
amendment, introduced by Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Olympia
Snowe (R-ME), would lift the policy, which was originally adopted by
President Ronald Reagan, removed by President Bill Clinton, and rein-
stated by President George W. Bush on his first day in office.

The foreign aid bill itself passed 82-12. The House passed the foreign
aid appropriations bill (H.R. 2764) in June with provisions exempting,
contraceptives from the global gag rule and repealing the abstinence-only
funding restrictions for HIV prevention programs. According to
Population Action International, this marks the first time since the Global
Gag Rule has been in effect, from 1984-1993 and again since 2001, that
both the House and the Senate have passed legislation to repeal or modify
its restrictions. The House and Senate versions of the bill will now move
forward to a conference committee to be reconciled and sent to the White
House. President Bush, however, has promised to veto any attempt to

undermine the current policy, according to the Associated Press.

Source: Media Resources: NARAL Pro-Choice America 9,/6,/06; Population Action Intemational 8/6/07;
Feminist Daily News Wire 6/22/07 and 9/7/07; Associated Press 9/6,/07

How to Find Medical Information

Do you know where to track down an article in a medical journal or
learn more about a “frozen section biopsy™? To be healthy, you need to
be informed. The National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and
Skin Diseases is offering a free new guide, How to Find Medical
Information. It details ways to use the Internet wisely to do medical
research, what to look for at your local library and what references are
good to have at home. For your copy, go to pueblo.gsa.gov.
www.niams.nih.gov/hi/topics/howto/MedicalInfo.pdf

Source: Parade, July 8, 2007

The Health Research Groups’ Seven-Year Rule

You should wait at least seven years from the date of FDA approval to
take any new drug unless it is one of those rare “breakthrough” drugs that
offers you a documented therapeutic advantage over older proven drugs.
New drugs are tested in a relatively small number of people before being
released, and serious adverse effects or life-threatening drug interactions
may not be detected until the new drug has been taken by hundreds of
thousands of people. A number of new drugs have been withdrawn within
their first seven years after release. Also, warnings about serious new
adverse reactions have been added to the labeling of a number of drugs,
or new drug interactions have been detected, usually within the first seven
years after a drug’s release.

Source: Worst Pills, Best Pills News, October 2006

Improved Stroke Detection

New study: Researchers studied 356 people
who received magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) or computed tomography (CT) scans
after suffering stroke-like symptoms, such as
slurred speech or weakness on one side of the
body. Conclusion: Doctors accurately diag-
nosed strokes 85 percent of the time when
patients received MRI scans, compared with 26
percent of the time when CT scans were given.
Reason: MRI scans detect changes within min-
utes after the onset of a stroke...a CT scan may
not be accurate untl hours later.

Source: Julio A. Chalela, MD, medical director, Neuroscience
Intensive Care Unit, Medical University of South Carolina,
Charleston, as seen in BottomLine health, June 2007

Sexual & Reproductive
Health and Rights

Abortion Pill Poses No Health
Risks: On August 15, the Associated Press
and Reuters reported that a recent study of
12,000 Danish women has found that
women who use the abortion pill, RU-486,
are at no greater risk for complications dur-
ing later pregnancies. The U.S. approved use
of RU-486 in 2000 and an estimated 8-10
percent of U.S. abortions are preformed
using the drug. “The short-term safety of
medical abortion has been well established,"
said Dr. Jun Zhang of the National Institute
of Child Health and Human Development,
who worked on the study.

Source: Online Push Joumal Media Summary, August 16-31, 2007

Sales of Plan B Soar: On August 22,
the Associated Press reported on the August
24th first anniversary of the FDA approval of
Plan B, the emergency contraceptive pill, for
over-the-counter sale. Barr Pharmaceuticals,
makers of Plan B, announced that its 2007
sales will total about $80 million, almost
double 2006 figures and up eightfold from
2004. Despite high sales, consumers still
encounter occasional pharmacists’ refusals to
carry or dispense the pill on moral grounds,
lack of health insurance coverage and back-
lash from anti-abortion advocates.

Source: Online Push Joumal Media Summary, August 16-31, 2007
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